Running head: EDUCATOR AND STUDENTS' SAFETY, WELFARE, AND LEARNING
EDUCATOR AND STUDENTS' SAFETY, WELFARE, AND LEARNING                               8






[bookmark: _GoBack]Educator and Students' Safety, Welfare, and Learning
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation

Abstract
	The article shall review the goal of an educator, why individuals choose to become educators and the strengths one should have in order to be an educator. The article shall highlight the goals of an educator, why one chooses to become an educator and mantras that guide every educator to best prepare for teaching. The article shall review the ethical challenges an educator faces, how to meet them and the importance of ethical values in education. We shall review the Socio-constructivism philosophy and its history since its development in the early 1980s. The article shall portray the dedication to education diversity to the needs of learners. 


Educator and Students' Safety, Welfare, and Learning
	As an educator we have a duty to our students. A duty that is a plethora of responsibilities that are tailored towards molding an individual who shall be capable of handling responsibilities later on in life and not breaking down because they fail to actualize their life goals and not have the available skills to achieve them. It is our goal as educators to develop and mold systems of learning that will achieve in transforming all learners to being independent capable individuals.
Goals and reasons for teaching
	According to Darling-Hammond (2015), the main goals of an educator are to empower their students with problem solving skills. Problem solving skills are a toolkit of approaches geared towards helping an individual makes the best possible decisions given the options they currently have in their life. This are the day to day life challenges that everyone faces hence build a character that shall be a person of value.
Strengths as an educator
	Life skills comprise of values such as critical thinking. Life skills are the general direction one takes in life and the value systems they formulate over the course of their lives (Vinichenko et al., 2016). Having life skills mentors the individual cope with life challenges and views the world from an opportunistic point of view and not from a defeatist point of view.
	Building curiosity is the best impression a teacher can impact to a student. Curiosity ensures that a student becomes a student of life and not just a classroom. It ensures a continuity of learning and continues development in an individual’s life. According to Foote (2015), curiosity improves an individual’s life as becoming a student of life and having day to day living as one’s classroom mold a student to understand that only limited information is taught in a classroom so they should therefore strive to absorb as much as possible.
Dedication to diversity and meeting needs of children
	Over the course of time, education has evolved to different forms. One of these facets it has morphed to is competitive learning. Competitive learning has fostered a pessimistic attitude towards education and self-development because competitive learning rewards the top few and disregards the majority that follow (Danielson, 2015).  Whenever we portray that top students are the only ones that should be recognized based on their results fosters a negative attitude towards learning. These students who are otherwise doing their best but ignored seek validation and recognition from other fields creating a negative perception of the education system.  As an educator, we should therefore base an individual’s merit on their hard work and not how good they remember the solutions.
My goals and attitude as an educator
	Confidence is belief in one self. Children are born confident but the school system robs them a huge quantity of it during the student’s formative years. This steady decline of the students believing in themselves is mostly credited to them acquiring labels in their schools of what they can and cannot achieve. By constantly labeling one based on the external standards of what metric one does not have control over stirs up doubt of who they are. The goal of an educator is to nature the confidence of a student because an educator understands that confidence is just as important as a student’s capability to absorb information and recall concepts in a test (Darling-Hammond, 2015).
Philosophy of education formulated based on research conducted
	There have been fallacies such as the top students in a class are assured of the best lives and those at the bottom shall struggle to find their footing. According to Vinichenko et al. (2016), the goal of an educator is to shatter such negative false believes by portraying that the world has a place for everyone and not just the top students in a class.
	As an educator, it is a calling to serve because teachers mold the perceptions, attitudes and characters of individuals who shall soon take responsibilities of a country, economy and affect the logos in the world (Foote, 2015). It is therefore important to understand the responsibilities that an educator has towards citizens and the world at large.
	Just like any other career, education specialists have to portray and practice certain qualities so as to be in the best position to impact their students to be best prepared for life (Danielson, 2015). Patience is a crucial quality in practicing teaching. This is because an educator has to understand that in managing people, in this case students, you need to start from their point of view and slowly explain and inform them to come to understand the intended message you wish to convey. Patience is thus an important quality in leading students because an educator has a fundamental understanding that things will seldom go at the pace he or she wishes to educate. A teacher knows that the most important goal is the understanding of concepts, not the pace the teacher covers a curriculum.
	Good listening skills are an important quality of every educator. This is because teaching is a social interactive process that involves two parties. According to Darling-Hammond (2015), for the parties to come to an understanding, a teacher should have listening skills so that they can understand the student’s point of view. Listening skills is an important characteristic of communication which is a paramount building block of impacting knowledge.
	Every educator has to have an open mind while teaching. This is because education is learning and learning in a classroom goes both ways. The educator teaches the students and the students express their opinions to an educator (Foote, 2015). A teacher should therefore be ready to learn from the students because in doing so, the teacher sharpens their skills in teaching from the experience of dealing with students. Every student is individually unique and therefore has interesting ways they process information. A teacher, by having an open mind learns new ways to impact knowledge.
	Every educator has an important role of impacting the attitude a student shall have in life. Curiosity is therefore an important quality every educator has in life. By being curious about learning, which is learning more on a field and not just the curriculum, a student shall learn to be a student of life and ignorant of self-improvement. By fostering curiosity, a student continues to learn even after finishing the curriculum.
	Socio-constructivism is the active assimilation of given knowledge. The assimilation is achieved through teaching from discussions and interactions. It promotes deep learning by fostering independent thoughts as compared to surface learning where the teacher only lectures. This interactive teaching style promotes active learning hence the students are able to retain knowledge and apply the new information to new situations. By applying the knowledge to new situations, the student formulates problem solving skills and critical thinking for further learning (Danielson, 2015). A student is motivated to further learn as success in solving problems breeds’ confidence to further learn. An active class session brings about collaborative skills in a class promoting unity in learning as everyone helps one another. It is vital as a teacher to explain that by teaching fellow classmates, a student further understands a concept. Fostering critical thinking is important as a life skill in overcoming challenges and concepts in life.
Mantra
	It is therefore the goal of every educator to have a mantra. A goal that is a compass to navigate the complex see of ideologies in life such as life and success is all about the right decisions and being committed to those decisions (Darling-Hammond, 2015). 
Ethics and its value
	The relationship between a teacher and student is basically official. The teacher has a responsibility to the student to impact knowledge and life skills (Vinichenko et al., 2016). An educator should therefore never get into a romantic relationship with a student. This violates the core responsibility of a teacher as an educator.
	Most times, an educator’s work is often reviewed. It reflects a negative impression on the teacher as a favoring protagonist without any values. According to Foote (2015), a teacher should thus accept reviewing and maintaining integrity while reviewing the coursework. 
	Due to spending a lot of time with the students, an educator will be privy to the living standards of their students (Danielson, 2015). The educator will be in a position to identify changes in their students’ behavior and most times will know the challenges the students are facing. It is the responsibility of an educator to foster trust by not sharing adversities that his or her students are facing. A classroom should be built on trust where a teacher is a sage to guide their students and not discuss the problems they are facing outside class or in learning hence promoting segregation.
	In summation, as an educator, it is a calling with a holistic responsibility of nurturing one’s students intellectually, emotionally and practically. By equipping a student with the necessary skills, a teacher has fulfilled his responsibility of contributing to the society’s welfare at large. Education is a paramount and important field in any social construct as it builds and molds the future. Every educator thus has to have a goal built upon a philosophy that will best actualize the vision. Education is a sensitive complex process that changes with every student’s needs.
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